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Notation key: 
[nomen conservandum] = (formally ‘conserved name’) name made available by ruling of ICZN 
[nomen dubium] = name of doubtful validity; [nomen dubium] for a genus also applies to its type spe-

cies 
[nomen ex dissertatione] = name created in a dissertation, a particular kind of nomen nudum exclud-

ed from availability because dissertations are not considered publications by the International 
Commission on Zoological Nomenclature; [nomen ex dissertatione] for a genus also applies to 
its ‘type’ species

[nomen manuscriptum] = unpublished manuscript name; some may be nomina ex dissertationes
[nomen nudum] = name lacking a description and/or a type specimen, for ichnotaxa published after 

1999 this may include a species for which a proper diagnosis has not been given in its descrip-
tion; [nomen nudum] for a genus also applies to its ‘type’ species

[nomen oblitum] = a name that (under the 4th Edition of the ICZN) has been unused for 100 years or 
longer, depending on the circumstances surrounding a nomen oblitum it may be available (if it is 
found to have no synonyms) or unavailable (if it has a junior synonym that has been used within 
the past 50 years and has not gone unused for 10 or more years immediately after its publication)

[nomen protectum] = a name that would otherwise be a subjective synonym but has been granted 
priority due to its senior synonym being a nomen oblitum

[nomen rejectum] = (formally ‘rejected name’) generic name rejected by the International Commission 
on Zoological Nomenclature in favour of the indicated name; depending on the terms of rejec-
tion, a nomen rejectum may or may not be a scientifically valid name

[nomen validum] = a name that meets all ICZN criteria for availability and is based on material of an 
unambiguous nature (all taxa that do not have a different status noted in this work are considered 
nomina valida

emend. = spelling of name corrected by indicated author, with the exception of those that are editorial 
in nature (e.g. removal of hyphens, diacritics and apostrophes) all emendations made after the 
31st of December, 1999 are listed as nomina nuda as they are invalid under the 4th Edition of the 
ICZN

non (standing between two attributions) = taxon as used by first listed author(s) rather than as by the 
second listed (i.e., original) author(s)

per = for combinations with subgenera and/or superspecies, the preceeding author being the original 
author of the genus-species combination, the following first coined the combination including 
the subgenus/superspecies or first removed the subgenus/superspecies from a combination.

ICZN = International Code of Zoological Nomenclature 
[emb.] = taxon based on an embryonic individual
[juv.] = taxon based on a juvenile or subadult individual 
vide = name attributed to the first indicated author(s) by the second
err. = erroneous citation 
/ = name preoccupied by the second indicated author(s) 
* = genus/species not presently considered to be pterosaurian or, (in the case of ichnotaxa and oötaxa) 

pterosaurian in origin 
† = type species of its genus
‡ = type species of its genus by senior synonymy with a different type species 
§ = spelling of name changed or corrected in name preceding
? = species may not belong to listed genus, or other uncertainty 
♂ = presumed male morph
♀ = presumed female morph
Valid genera and species are written in bold italics. Names lacking formal scientific standing, preoc-
cupied names, and outdated renamings are written in italics or regular type.

· Notation is modified from George Olshevsky’s in:  Olshevsky, G. 2000. An Annotated Checklist of Dinosaur Species by Continent . 
Mesozoic Meanderings #3. San Diego: Publications Requiring Research.
· Compiled with the help and input of George Olshevsky, Tracy Ford, Paul Pursglove, David Peters, Jaime Headden, Ralph 
Molnar, Mickey Mortimer, David Unwin, T. Michael Keesey, David Marjanović, Christopher Taylor, and Rob Taylor.
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A
Aidachar Nesov, 1981 [nomen dubium]*

A. paludalis Nesov, 1981†
NOTE:	 Nesov (1981) assigned this genus and species to what he inititally regarded tantatively as por-
tion of ctenochasmatid jaw. Nesov (1986) later re-assigned the remains as those of an ichthyodectiform 
fish.

Angustinaripterus He, Yan & Su, 1983 
A. longicephalus He, Yan & Su, 1983†

Anhanguera Campos & Kellner, 1985
= Anhanguera Campos vide Leonardi, 1984 [nomen nudum] 
A. cuvieri (Bowerbank, 1851) Bakhurina & Unwin, 1995

= Pterodactylus cuvieri Bowerbank, 1851
= Ptenodactylus cuvieri (Bowerbank, 1851) Seeley, 1869
= Ornithocheirus cuvieri (Bowerbank, 1851) Seeley, 1870
= Coloborhynchus cuvieri (Bowerbank, 1851) Owen, 1874
= Ornithocheirus scaphorhynchus Seeley, 1870 [nomen dubium] 
= Pterodactylus scaphorhynchus (Seeley, 1870) Sauvage, 1882 [nomen dubium] 
= Ptenodactylus scaphorhynchus Seeley, 1869 [nomen nudum] 
= Lonchodectes scaphorhynchus (Seeley, 1870) Hooley, 1914 [nomen dubium] 
= Ornithocheirus brachyrhinus Seeley, 1870 [nomen dubium]
= Pterodactylus brachyrhinus (Seeley, 1870) Sauvage, 1882 [nomen dubium]
= Ptenodactylus brachyrhinus Seeley, 1869 [nomen nudum]
= Ornithocheirus colorhinus Seeley, 1870 [nomen dubium]
= Pterodactylus colorhinus (Seeley, 1870) Sauvage, 1882 [nomen dubium]
= Ptenodactylus colorhinus Seeley, 1869 [nomen nudum]
= Ornithocheirus dentatus Seeley, 1870 [nomen dubium]
= Pterodactylus dentatus (Seeley, 1870) Sauvage, 1882 [nomen dubium]
= Ptenodactylus dentatus Seeley, 1869 [nomen nudum] 
= Ornithocheirus denticulatus Seeley, 1870 [nomen dubium]
= Ornithocheirus enchorhynchus Seeley, 1870 [nomen dubium]
= Pterodactylus enchorhynchus (Seeley, 1870) Sauvage, 1882 [nomen dubium]
= Ptenodactylus enchorhynchus Seeley, 1869 [nomen nudum]
= Ornithocheirus xyphorhynchus Seeley, 1870 [nomen dubium]
= Ornithochirus xyphorhynchus (Seeley, 1870) [nomen dubium]§

A. fittoni (Owen, 1858) Unwin, Lü & Bakhurina, 2000
= Pterodactylus fittoni Owen, 1858
= Ptenodactylus fittoni (Owen, 1858) Seeley, 1869
= Ornithocheirus fittoni (Owen, 1858) Seeley, 1870
= Ornithocheirus nasutus Seeley, 1870 [nomen dubium]
= Pterodactylus nasutus (Seeley, 1870) Sauvage, 1882 [nomen dubium]
= Ptenodactylus nasutus Seeley, 1869 [nomen nudum]
= Ornithocheirus polyodon Seeley, 1870 [nomen dubium]
= Ptenodactylus polyodon Seeley, 1869 [nomen nudum]

A. blittersdorffi Campos & Kellner, 1985†
= Coloborhynchus blittersdorffi (Campos & Kellner, 1985) Steel, Martill, Unwin & 

Winch, 2005
A. santanae (Wellnhofer, 1985) Kellner, 1990 

= Araripesaurus santanae Wellnhofer, 1985
?A. ligabuei (Dalla Vecchia, 1993) Unwin, 2002

= Cearadactylus ligabuei Dalla Vecchia, 1993
NOTE:	 Steel et al. (2005) suggest this genus may be a junior synonym of Coloborhynchus. See note 
for Ornithocheirus.

Anurognathus Döderlein, 1923 
= Paranurognathus Peters, 2005 [juv.]
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A. ammoni Döderlein, 1923† 
= Paranurognathus tischlingeri Peters, 2005 [juv.]†

NOTE:	 D. Peters (2005) assigned the binomen Paranurognathus tischlingeri, fulfilling the requirements 
for a valid name under the ICZN (possibly inadvertently) in an article for the magazine Prehistoric Times 
to a juvenile specimen later formally described by S. C. Bennett (2007).

Apatomerus Williston 1903 [nomen dubium]*
A. mirus Williston, 1903†

NOTE: 	Based on a single bone discovered in 1893, Williston initially regarded this specimen to be-
long to a species of crocodile. In 1903 he described it as the femur of a gigantic pterosaur related to 
Pteranodon. According to M. Everhart (2005) the supposed femur was actually the propodial bone of a 
plesiosaur.

Aralazhdarcho Averianov, 2007
A. bostobensis Averianov, 2007†

Arambourgiania Nesov, Kaznyshkina & Cherepanov, 1987
= Titanopteryx Arambourg, 1959/Enderlein, 1934 
A. philadelphiae (Arambourg, 1959) Nesov, Kaznyshkina & Cherepanov, 1987† 

= Titanopteryx philadelphiae Arambourg, 1959†
NOTE:	 Arambourg’s original genus Titanopteryx was preoccupied by a genus of blackfly (Simuliidae), 
hence the replacement name Arambourgiania proposed by Nesov et al. 1987. Bakhurina and Unwin 
(1995) nonetheless argued against the name due to potential confusion with the allognathosuchid 
crocodilian genus Arambourgia Kälin, 1939. Unwin (1991, Bakhurina and Unwin 1995) regarded this 
taxon as a nomen dubium but  Frey and Martill (1996) have shown that it is indeed diagnostic.

Araripedactylus Wellnhofer, 1977  
A. dehmi Wellnhofer, 1977† 

Araripesaurus Price, 1971  
A. castilhoi Price, 1971† 

Archaeopteryx von Meyer, 1861 [nomen conservandum]*
= Archaeornis Petronievics vide Petronievics & Smith Woodward, 1917*
= Griphornis Owen vide Woodward, 1862 [nomen rejectum]*
= Griphosaurus Wagner, 1861 [nomen rejectum]*
= Jurapteryx Howgate, 1985*
= Wellnhoferia Elżanowski, 2001*
A. lithographica von Meyer, 1861 [nomen conservandum]†

= Pterodactylus crassipes von Meyer, 1857 [nomen rejectum]*
= Archaeopteryx crassipes (von Meyer, 1857) Ostrom, 1972 [nomen rejectum]*
= Pterodactylus (Rhamphorhynchus) crassipes von Meyer, 1857 [nomen rejectum]*
= Scaphognathus crassipes (von Meyer, 1857) Wagner, 1861 [nomen rejectum]*

NOTE: 	A specimen currently held by the Teylers Museum in Haarlem, the Netherlands was regarded 
by early workers as pterosaurian in nature and was initially described as Pterodactylus crassipes by 
von Meyer (1857). Ostrom (1970) demonstrated this specimen to belong to Archaeopteryx. The species 
epithet crassipes, which held priority over A. lithographica after Ostrom determined their synonymy, 
was rejected in 1977 by the ICZN in Opinion 1070. Species it was suppressed in favour of are listed as 
nomina conservanda.

= Griphosaurus problematicus Woodward, 1862 [nomen rejectum]†*
= Griphornis longicaudatus Woodward, 1862 [nomen rejectum]†*
= Griphosaurus longicaudatus (Woodward, 1862) Owen, 1862 [nomen rejectum]‡*
= Archaeopteryx macrura Owen, 1862 [nomen rejectum]*
= Archaeopteryx oweni Petronievics, 1917*
= Archaeopteryx recurva Howgate, 1984*
= Jurapteryx recurva (Howgate, 1984) Howgate, 1985†*
= Wellnhoferia grandis Elżanowski, 2001†*

NOTE: 	A number of alternative species and genera have been proposed due to taxonomic issues sur-
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rounding A. lithographica. These taxa have been rejected in favour of A. lithographica in ICZN Opinion 
607 (1961) and are denoted here as nomina rejecta, those they were suppressed in favour of are listed 
as nomina conservanda.

A. siemensii Dames, 1897*
= Archaeornis siemensii (Dames, 1897) Petronievics, 1917†*
= Archaeopteryx bavarica Wellnhofer, 1993*

?A. vicensensis [Anonymous] vide Lambrecht, 1933 [nomen nudum]
NOTE: 	Though undescribed, the above species is almost certainly pterosaurian according to Brodkorb, 
1978 citing Kleinschmidt (Olshevsky, 2000).

Arthurdactylus Frey & Martill, 1994 
A. conandoylei Frey & Martill, 1994 emend. Martill & Frey, 1998† 

= Arthurdactylus conan-doylei Frey & Martill, 1994§
NOTE:	 See note for Ludodactylus.

Austriadactylus Dalla Vecchia, Wild, Hopf, & Reitner, 2002  
A. cristatus Dalla Vecchia, Wild, Hopf, & Reitner, 2002†

Azhdarcho Nesov, 1984 
= Azhdarcho Nesov, 1982 [nomen nudum] 
A. lancicollis Nesov, 1984† 

= Azhdarcho imparidens Nesov, 1982 [nomen nudum] 

B
Bakonydraco Ősi, Weishampel & Jianu, 2005

B. galaczi Ősi, Weishampel & Jianu, 2005†

Batrachognathus Riabinin, 1948 
B. volans Riabinin, 1948† 

Beipiaopterus Lü, 2003 
B. chenianus Lü, 2003† 

Belonochasma Broili 1939 [nomen dubium]* 
B. aenigmaticum Broili, 1939†

NOTE: 	The above species was classified by Broili (1939) as a ctenochasmatid pterosaur. In 1966 Kuhn 
first suggested the holotype may consist of fish material. Mayr (1973) demonstrated that the material of 
this species is in fact of actinopterygian origin and suggested that the material may belong to Caturus 
or Aspidorhyhcus. The fragmentary nature of the fossil material makes precise identification unlikely.

Bennettazhia Nesov, 1991 
B. oregonensis (Gilmore, 1928) Nesov, 1991† 

= Pteranodon oregonensis Gilmore, 1928
NOTE: 	Originally described as a pteranodontid by Gilmore (1928), Nesov (1991) referred this species 
to Azhdarchidae and most have done since. Bennett (1994) referred this species to Dsungaripteridae.  

Bogolubovia Nesov & Yarkov, 1989 [nomen dubium]   
B. orientalis (Bogolubov, 1914) Nesov & Yarkov, 1989†        

= Ornithostoma (Pteranodon) orientalis Bogolubov, 1914§ 
= Ornthostoma orientalis (Bogolubov, 1914)§
= Pteranodon orientalis (Bogolubov, 1914)
= Ornithostoma orientale Bogolubov, 1914 emend. Olshevsky, 1991

Boreopterus Lü & Ji Q., 2005
B. cuiae Lü & Ji Q., 2005†

Brasileodactylus Kellner, 1984  
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B. araripensis Kellner, 1984†
NOTE:	 See note for Ludodactylus. 

C
Cacibupteryx Gasparini, Fernández & de la Fuente, 2004

C. caribensis Gasparini, Fernández & de la Fuente, 2004†

Campylognathoides Strand, 1928   
= Campylognathus Plieninger, 1894/Reuter, 1890   
C. liasicus (Quenstedt, 1858) Wild, 1971    

= Pterodactylus liasicus Quenstedt, 1858    
= Campylognathus liasicus (Quenstedt, 1858) Plieninger, 1907   

C. zitteli (Plieninger, 1894) Strand, 1928†    
= Campylognathus zitteli Plieninger, 1894†   

?C. indicus Jain, 1974 [nomen dubium]*
NOTE: 	Described by Jain (1974) from the anterior part of a jaw and other poorly-preserved elements, 
Padian (2008) demonstrated that ?Campylognathoides indicus lacks any defining characteristic of 
this genus. He also suggested the remains may likely belong to a fish rather than to a pterosaur.

Cathayopterus Wang X. & Zhou, 2006
= Cathayopterus Wang X. & Zhou vide Wang X. & Zhou, 2006 [nomen nudum]
C. grabaui Wang X. & Zhou, 2006†

= Cathayopterus grabaui Wang X. & Zhou vide Wang X. & Zhou, 2006 [nomen nudum]†

Caulkicephalus Steel, Martill, Unwin & Winch, 2005
C. trimicrodon Steel, Martill, Unwin & Winch, 2005†

Caviramus Fröbish, N.B. & Fröbish, J., 2006
C. schesaplanensis Fröbish, N.B. & Fröbish, J., 2006†

Cearadactylus Leonardi & Borgomanero, 1983  
C. atrox Leonardi & Borgomanero, 1983† 

Changchengopterus Lü, 2009
C. pani Lü, 2009†

Chaoyangopterus Wang X. & Zhao, 2003 
= Eoazhdarcho Lü & Ji Q., 2005
= Eopteranodon Lü & Zhang, 2005
C. zhangi Wang X. & Zhao, 2003† 

= Eoazhdarcho liaoxiensis Lü & Ji Q., 2005†
= Eopteranodon lii Lü & Zhang, 2005†

NOTE: 	This genus was originally described as a nyctosaurid, Wang X. et al. 2005 later considered it a 
pteranodontid, some (notably Lü and Ji Q. 2006 and Andres and Ji Q. 2008) consider this taxon to be 
an azhdarchid despite exhibiting several characters that separate it from Azhdarchidae. Wang X. and 
Zhou (2006) considered the genera Jidapterus, Eoazhdarcho, and Eopteranodon to be junior subjective 
synonyms of this genus while Barrett et al. 2008 regarded Jidapterus as a distinct genus. Lü et al. 2008 
place all of these taxa plus Shenzhoupterus in the family Chaoyangopteridae.
 
Coloborhynchus Owen, 1874

= Amblydectes Hooley, 1914 [nomen dubium]
= Ptenodactylus Seeley, 1869/Lydekker, 1888
= Siroccopteryx Mader & Kellner, 1999
= Uktenadactylus Rodrigues & Kellner, 2008
?C. sedgwickii (Owen, 1859) Owen, 1874

= Pterodactylus sedgwickii Owen, 1859 (not 1858)
= Ornithocheirus sedgwicki (Owen, 1859) Seeley, 1870§
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= Ornithocheirus sedgwickii (Owen, 1859) Seeley, 1870 emend. Newton, 1888
= Coloborhynchus sedgwickii (Owen, 1859) Owen, 1874
= Ptenodactylus sedgwicki (Owen, 1859) Seeley, 1869†
= Ornithocheirus crassidens Seeley, 1870 [nomen dubium]
= Criorhynchus crassidens (Seeley, 1870) Wellnhofer, 1978 [nomen dubium]
= Pterodactylus crassidens (Seeley, 1870) Sauvage, 1882 [nomen dubium]
= Ptenodactylus crassidens Seeley, 1869 [nomen nudum]  
= Amblydectes crassidens (Seeley, 1870) Hooley, 1914 [nomen dubium]†

C. capito (Seeley, 1870) Unwin, Lü & Bakhurina, 2000 
= Ornithocheirus capito Seeley, 1870 
= Pterodactylus capito (Seeley, 1870) Sauvage, 1882 
= Ptenodactylus capito Seeley, 1869
= Ornithocheirus eurygnathus Seeley, 1870 [nomen dubium]
= Amblydectes eurygnathus (Seeley, 1870) Hooley, 1914 [nomen dubium]
= Criorhynchus eurygnathus (Seeley, 1870) Wellnhofer, 1978 [nomen dubium]
= Ptenodactylus eurygnathus Seeley, 1869 [nomen nudum]   
= Pterodactylus eurygnathus (Seeley, 1870) emend. Olshevsky, 1991 [nomen dubium]
= Pterodactylus eurygnatus (Seeley, 1870) Sauvage, 1882 [nomen dubium]§
= Ornithocheirus reedi Seeley, 1870 [nomen dubium] 
= Criorhynchus reedi (Seeley, 1870) Owen, 1874 [nomen dubium]   

C. clavirostris Owen, 1874†
= Ornithocheirus clavirostris (Owen, 1874) Newton, 1888
= Ornithocheirus (Coloborhynchus) clavirostris (Owen, 1874) Newton, 1888 per Hooley, 

1914
C. araripensis (Wellnhofer, 1985) Veldmeijer, 2003

= Santanadactylus araripensis Wellnhofer, 1985
= Anhanguera araripensis (Wellnhofer, 1985) Kellner, 1990

NOTE: 	See note for Santanadactylus. This species has frequently been placed by some recent authors 
in Anhanguera (Wang et al. 2008)

C. robustus (Wellnhofer, 1987) Fastnacht, 2001 
= Tropeognathus robustus Wellnhofer, 1987 
= Anhanguera robustus (Wellnhofer, 1987) Kellner & Campos, 1989 

C. wadleighi Lee, 1994 
= Uktenadactylus wadleighi (Lee, 1994) Rodrigues & Kellner, 2008†

NOTE:	 Rodrigues & Kellner (2008) suggested that the genus Coloborhynchus should only apply to 
its type species, C. clavirostris and erected the genus Uktenadactylus based on characters that other 
workers (e.g. Unwin, 2001) find to only indicate differentiation the specific level. Additionally, as this 
species bears many similarities to Coloborhynchus moroccensis (Unwin, 2001), it may more appropri-
ately be assigned to Siroccopteryx, should it be shown to belong to a different genus from that to which 
C. clavirostris belongs.

C. moroccensis (Mader & Kellner, 1999) Unwin, 2001
= Siroccopteryx moroccensis Mader & Kellner, 1999†

C. piscator (Kellner & Tomida, 2000) Veldmeijer, 2003
= Anhanguera piscator Kellner & Tomida, 2000

NOTE: 	Unwin (2003) regarded this species to be a junior subjective synonym of Coloborhychus robus-
tus based on a juvenile specimen.

C. spielbergi Veldmeijer, 2003
= Anhanguera spielbergi (Veldmeijer, 2003) Sayão & Kellner, 2006

NOTE: 	See note for Ornithocheirus.

Comodactylus Galton, 1981  
C. ostromi Galton, 1981†

   
Ctenochasma von Meyer, 1852 

C. roemeri von Meyer, 1852† 
= Ctenochasma römeri von Meyer, 1852§

C. elegans (Wagner, 1861) Jouve, 2004
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= Pterodactylus elegans Wagner, 1861
= Ctenochasma gracile Oppel, 1862 
= Ctemochasma porocristatum de Buisonjé, 1981 emend. Olshevsky, 1991 
= Ctenochasma porocristata de Buisonjé, 1981§

C. taqueti Bennett, 2007

Cycnorhamphus Seeley, 1870
= Gallodactylus Fabre, 1974
C. suevicus (Quenstedt, 1855) Seeley, 1870† 

= Pterodactylus suevicus Quenstedt, 1855 non Oken, 1825 
= Gallodactylus suevicus (Quenstedt, 1855) Fabre, 1974 
= Pterodactylus wuerttembergicus Quenstedt, 1854 [nomen dubium] 
= Pterodactylus württembergicus Quenstedt, 1854 [nomen dubium]§
= Pterodactylus eurychirus Wagner, 1857 
= Pterodactylus (Ornithocephalus) eurychirus Wagner, 1857 
= Ornithocephalus eurychirus (Wagner, 1857) Olshevsky, 1978 
= Pterodactylus suevicus eurychirus Wagner, 1858 

C. canjuersensis (Fabre, 1974) Bennett, 1996 
= Gallodactylus canjuersensis Fabre, 1974†

D
Dendrorhynchoides Ji S., Ji Q. & Padian 1999  

= Dendrorhynchus Ji S. & Ji Q., 1998/Yin & Zeng, 1985 
D. curvidentatus Ji S., Ji Q. & Padian 1999† 

= Dendrorhynchus curvidentatus Ji S. & Ji. Q. 1998  
NOTE: 	Ji S. and Ji Q. originally named this genus Dendrorhynchus but it was preoccupied by 
Dendrorhynchus Yin and Zeng, 1985, a genus of ribbon worms (Nemertea), hence the renaming to 
Dendrorhynchoides (Ji et al., 1999).

Dermodactylus Marsh, 1881 [nomen dubium]  
D. montanus (Marsh, 1878) Marsh, 1881 [nomen dubium]† 

= Pterodactylus montanus Marsh, 1878 [nomen dubium] 

Dimorphodon Owen, 1859 
= Dimorphodon Owen, 1858 [nomen nudum] 
D. macronyx (Buckland, 1829) Owen, 1859† 

= Pterodactylus macronyx Buckland, 1829 
= Dimorphodon macronyx (Buckland, 1829) Owen, 1858 [nomen nudum]† 
= Pterodactylus (Rhamphorhynchus) macronyx Buckland, 1829 per von Meyer, 1857
= Pterodactylus marderi Owen, 1874 [nomen dubium] 

?D. weintraubi Clark, Hopson, Hernández, Fastovsky & Montellano, 1998 
= Dimorphodon weintraubi Clark, Hopson, Hernández, & Montellano, 1997 [nomen 

nudum] 

Domeykodactylus Martill, Frey, Chong Diaz & Bell, 2000 
D. ceciliae Martill, Frey, Chong Diaz & Bell, 2000† 

Doratorhynchus Seeley, 1875 [nomen vanum] 
D. validus (Owen, 1870) Seeley, 1875† 

= Pterodactylus validus Owen, 1870 [nomen dubium] 
= Cycnorhamphus validus (Owen, 1870) [nomen dubium] 
= Ornithocheirus validus (Owen, 1870) Newton, 1888 [nomen dubium] 

NOTE:	 The history of this species is complex; Owen originally illustrated a wing phalanx and gave it 
the name Pterodactylus validus. Seeley assigned a jaw and vertebra that he previously described as 
Pterodactylus macrurus to Owen’s species but excluded Owen’s wing phalanx from it, additionally he 
gave Pterodactylus validus the generic name Doratorhynchus. Delair later used Lydekker’s combination 
Ornithocheirus validus to represent Owen’s phalanx and Seeley’s Doratorhynchus validus for the jaw 
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and vertebra (Howse and Milner, 1995).
	 Howse and Milner (1995) determined that the only correct use of Doratorhynchus validus is to 
represent Owen’s non-diagnostic phalanx and placed Pterodactylus macrurus, represented only by 
Seeley’s jaw in the genus Gnathosaurus. Seeley’s vertebra is now considered to belong to an indeter-
minate ctenochasmatid.
	 While Howse and Milner (1995) suggested this species be considered a ‘nomen vanum’ as it 
is based on an indeterminate and non-diagnostic wing phalanx, this term is somewhat ambiguous and 
can potentially signify a nomen dubium or an unjustified emendation (Chorn and Whetstone, 1978). 
Given the nature of the material, it is best considered a nomen dubium.

Dorygnathus Wagner, 1860  
D. banthensis (Theodori, 1830) Wagner, 1860†    

= Pterodactylus (Ornithocephalus) banthensis Theodori, 1830   
= Pterodactylus banthensis Theodori, 1830 per Theodori, 1831    
= Dimorphodon banthensis (Theodori, 1830) Owen, 1861    
= Ornithocephalus banthensis (Theodori, 1830) Newton, 1888    
= Rhamphorhynchus banthensis (Theodori, 1830) Theodori, 1852
= Pterodactylus goldfussi Theodori, 1830 [nomen dubium]  
= Pterodactylus macronyx von Meyer, 1831 non Buckland, 1829 [nomen dubium]
= Rhamphorhynchus macronyx (von Meyer, 1831) von Meyer, 1860 [nomen dubium]  
= Pterodactylus (Rhamphorhynchus) (ensirostris) banthensis Theodori, 1830 per 

Theodori, 1852 [nomen oblitum]
= Rhamphorhynchus (ensirostris) macronyx banthensis (Theodori, 1830) von Meyer, 1860 

[nomen oblitum]
= Rhamphorhynchus ensirostris (Theodori, 1852) Newton, 1888 [nomen oblitum] 
= Dorygnathus mistelgauensis Wild, 1971  

Dsungaripterus Young, 1964 
D. weii Young, 1964† 
?D. brancai (Reck, 1931) Bakhurina, 1982 [nomen dubium] 

= Pterodactylus brancai Reck, 1931 [nomen dubium] 

E
Elanodactylus Andres & Ji Q., 2008

E. prolatus Andres & Ji Q., 2008†

Eosipterus Ji Q. & Ji S., 1997  
E. yangi Ji Q. & Ji S., 1997†

NOTE: 	Ji Q. et al. (1999) regarded this species as a synonym of Pterodactylus antiquus. A second 
specimen described by Lü et al. 2006 provides evidence that Eosipterus is in fact a ctenochasmatid 
and distinguished at the generic level. 

Eudimorphodon Zambelli, 1973  
E. ranzii Zambelli, 1973† 
?E. rosenfeldi Dalla Vecchia, 1995

NOTE: 	Kellner (2003) suggests this species is more closely related to Peteinosaurus than it is to 
Eudimorphodon.

E. cromptonellus Jenkens, Shubin, Gatsey & Padian, 2001 

F
Feilongus Wang X., Kellner, Zhou & Campos, 2005

F. youngi Wang X., Kellner, Zhou & Campos, 2005†

G
Gegepterus Wang X., Kellner, Zhou & Campos, 2007
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G. changi Wang X., Kellner, Zhou & Campos, 2007†

Germanodactylus Young, 1964
= Daitingopterus Maisch, Matzke & Sun, 2004 [nomen nudum]
G. cristatus (Wiman, 1925) Young, 1964† 

= Pterodactylus cristatus Wiman, 1925
= Pterodactylus kochi von Zittel, 1882 (err. ‘Wagler, 1837’) non Wagner, 1837
= Diopecephalus kochi (von Zittel, 1882) Kuhn, 1967 non (Wagner, 1837) Seeley, 1871
= Germanodactylus kochi (von Zittel, 1882 non Wagner, 1837) Young, 1964

?G. rhamphastinus (Wagner, 1851) Wellnhofer, 1970 
= Ornithocephalus rhamphastinus Wagner, 1851 
= Diopecephalus rhamphastinus (Wagner, 1851) Seeley, 1871 
= Pterodactylus rhamphastinus (Wagner, 1851) von Meyer, 1860
= Daitingopterus rhamphastinus (Wagner, 1851) Maisch, Matzke & Sun, 2004 [nomen 

nudum]†
= Pterodactylus medius Münster, 1831 [nomen dubium]
= Pterodactylus propinquus medius Wagner, 1858 [nomen dubium]
= Pterodactylus (Ornithocephalus) propinquus Wagner, 1857 [nomen dubium] 
= Pterodactylus propinquus Wagner, 1857 [nomen dubium]
= Ornithocephalus propinquus (Wagner, 1857) Wagner, 1857 [nomen dubium]
= Pterodactylus dubius Münster, 1843 [nomen dubium] 
= Ornithocephalus dubius (Münster, 1843) Wagner, 1851 [nomen dubium] 
= Pterodactylus rhamphastinus dubius Wagner, 1861 [nomen dubium] 

NOTE: 	This species may belong to a separate genus.

Gnathosaurus von Meyer, 1834 
G. subulatus von Meyer, 1834† 

= Crocodilus multidens Münster, 1832 
= Gnathosaurus multidens (Münster, 1832) Walther, 1904 
= Gavialis priscus Quenstedt, 1855 [nomen dubium] 

G. macrurus (Seeley, 1869) Howse & A. R. Milner, 1995 
= Pterodactylus macrurus Seeley, 1869 

NOTE: 	See note for Doratorhynchus.

H
Haopterus Wang X. & Lü, 2001  

H. gracilis Wang X. & Lü, 2001†
NOTE:	 See note for Yixianopterus.

Harpactognathus Carpenter, Unwin, Cloward, Miles, C., & Miles, C., 2003 
H. gentryii Carpenter, Unwin, Cloward, Miles, C., & Miles, C., 2003†

Hatzegopteryx Buffetaut, Grigorescu & Csiki, 2002 
H. thambema Buffetaut, Grigorescu, & Csiki, 2002†  

 
Herbstosaurus Casamiquela, 1974  

H. pigmaeus Casamiquela, 1974† 
NOTE:	 This species was originally described as a dinosaur (Olshevsky, 2000).

Hongshanopterus Wang X., Campos, Zhou & Kellner, 2008
H. lacustris Wang X., Campos, Zhou & Kellner, 2008†

 
Huanhepterus Dong, 1982

H. quingyangensis Dong, 1982† 

Huaxiapterus Lü & Yuan, 2005 



10

H. jii Lü & Yuan, 2005†
= Sinopterus jii (Lü & Yuan, 2005) Kellner & Campos, 2007

?H. corollatus Lü, Jin, Unwin, Zhao, Azuma & Ji Q., 2006
?H. benxiensis Lü, Gao, Xing, Li & Ji Q., 2007

NOTE: 	Kellner and Campos (2007) note that Huaxiapterus jii is almost certainly a species of Sinopterus 
and suggest H. corollatus belongs to a new, seperate genus.

I
Istiodactylus Howse, Milner & Martill, 2001  

I. latidens (Hooley, 1913) Howse, Milner & Martill, 2001† 
= Ornithodesmus latidens Hooley, 1913

I. sinensis Andres & Ji Q., 2006
NOTE: 	See note for Ornithodesmus.

J 
Jeholopterus Wang X., Zhou, Zhang & Xu, 2002  

J. ningchengensis Wang X., Zhou, Zhang & Xu, 2002† 

Jidapterus Dong, Sun & Wu, 2003 
J. edentus Dong, Sun & Wu, 2003†

NOTE: See note for Chaoyangopterus.

K
Kepodactylus Harris & Carpenter, 1996  

K. insperatus Harris & Carpenter, 1996† 

L
Lacusovagus Witton, 2008

L. magnificens Witton, 2008†

Laopteryx Marsh, 1881 [nomen dubium] 
L. priscus Marsh, 1881 [nomen dubium]

NOTE: 	Originally described as an early bird, Ostrom (1986) demonstrated the holotype braincase of 
Laopteryx priscus to be pterosaurian in nature though its exact placement within the Pterosauria is 
uncertain.

Laornis Marsh, 1870*
L. edvardsianus Marsh, 1870†

NOTE: 	According to Olshevsky (2000) this charadriiform bird has occasionally been referred to the 
Pterosauria, this may be partially due to confusion with Laopteryx.

Liaoningopterus Wang X. & Zhao, 2003 
L. gui Wang X. & Zhao, 2003† 

Liaoxipterus Dong & Lü, 2005
L. brachyognathus Dong & Lü, 2005†

Lonchodectes Hooley, 1914 
L. giganteus (Bowerbank, 1846) Hooley, 1914 [nomen dubium] 

= Pterodactylus giganteus Bowerbank, 1846 non (Oken, 1819) [nomen dubium] 
= Ornithocheirus giganteus (Bowerbank, 1846) Newton, 1888 [nomen dubium]
= Ornithodesmus giganteus (Bowerbank, 1846) Kuhn, 1967 [nomen dubium] 
= Pterodactylus conirostris Owen vide Dixon, 1850 [nomen dubium] 

L. compressirostris (Owen, 1851) Hooley, 1914† 
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= Pterodactylus compressirostris Owen, 1851 
= Ornithocheirus compressirostris (Owen, 1851) Seeley, 1870
= Ornithocheirus tenuirostris Seeley, 1870 [nomen dubium] 
= Pterodactylus tenuirostris (Seeley, 1870) Sauvage, 1882 [nomen dubium] 
= Ptenodactylus tenuirostris Seeley, 1869 [nomen nudum] 
= Lonchodectes tenuirostris (Seeley, 1870) Hooley, 1914 [nomen dubium] 

?L. machaerorhynchus (Seeley, 1864) [nomen dubium] 
= Pterodactylus machaerorhynchus Seeley, 1864 [nomen dubium] 
= Ornithocheirus machaerorhynchus (Seeley, 1864) Seeley, 1870 [nomen dubium] 
= Ptenodactylus machaerorhynchus (Seeley, 1864) Seeley, 1869 [nomen dubium]

L. platystomus (Seeley, 1870) Unwin, Lü & Bakhurina, 2000 [nomen dubium]
= Ornithocheirus platystomus Seeley, 1870 [nomen dubium]   
= Criorhynchus platystomus (Seeley, 1870) Wellnhofer, 1978 [nomen dubium]   
= Ornithochirus platystomus (Seeley, 1870) [nomen dubium]  
= Pterodactylus platystomus (Seeley, 1870) Sauvage, 1882 [nomen dubium]   
= Ptenodactylus platystomus Seeley, 1869 [nomen nudum] 
= Amblydectes platystomus (Seeley, 1870) Hooley, 1914 [nomen dubium] 

L. microdon (Seeley, 1870) [nomen dubium] 
= Ornithocheirus microdon Seeley, 1870 [nomen dubium] 
= Pterodactylus microdon (Seeley, 1870) Sauvage, 1882 [nomen dubium] 
= Ptenodactylus microdon Seeley, 1869 [nomen nudum]
= Pterodactylus oweni Seeley, 1864 [nomen dubium] 
= Ornithocheirus oweni (Seeley, 1864) Seeley, 1870 [nomen dubium] 
= Ptenodactylus oweni (Seeley, 1864) Seeley, 1869 [nomen dubium]
= Lonchodectes oweni (Seeley, 1864) Hooley, 1914 [nomen dubium] 
= Ornithocheirus huxleyi Seeley, 1870 [nomen dubium]
= Pterodactylus huxleyi Seeley, 1865 [nomen nudum]

?L. daviesii (Owen, 1874) Hooley, 1914
= Pterodactylus daviesii Owen, 1874
= Ornithocheirus daviesii Owen, 1874 emend. Olshevsky, 1991
= Ornithocheirus daviesi (Owen, 1874) Newton, 1888§
= Pterodactylus daviesii Owen, 1874 emend. Olshevsky, 1991
= Pterodactylus daviesi (Owen, 1874) Sauvage, 1882§

?L. sagittirostris (Owen, 1874) Unwin vide Benton, 1993
= Pterodactylus sagittirostris Owen, 1874
= Ornithocheirus sagittirostris (Owen, 1874) Newton, 1888

NOTE:	 See notes for Ornithocheirus.

Lonchognathosaurus Maisch, Matzke & Sun, 2004
L. acutirostris Maisch, Matzke & Sun, 2004†

Ludodactylus Frey, Martill & Buchy, 2003
L. sibbicki Frey, Martill & Buchy, 2003†

NOTE:	 Frey et al., 2003 considered the possibility that this species may be synonymous with 
Arthurdactylus conandoylei but since Ludodactylus is only known from cranial remains and 
Arthurdactylus from postcranial remains, this cannot currently be determined with any certainty. Unwin 
and Martill (2007) suggest the possibility of L. sibbicki being congeneric with Brasileodactylus, however 
they also note the material from both taxa is insufficient to confirm this with any certainty.

M
Mesadactylus Jensen & Padian, 1989

M. ornithosphyos Jensen & Padian, 1989†
NOTE:	 The holotype (sacrum) of Mesadactylus ornithosphyos was classified by Jensen and Padian 
(1989) as a pterodactyloid along with numerous other fragments not included in the holotype. Bennett 
(2007a) has suggested that the holotype of this species is in fact that of an anurognathid, while the rest 
of the hypodigm is clearly pterodactyloid.
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Montanazhdarcho Padian, de Ricqlés & Horner, 1995
M. minor Padian, de Ricqlés & Horner, 1995†

Muzquizopteryx Frey, Buchy, Stinnesbeck, González-González & di Stefano, 2006
= Muzquizopteryx Frey, Buchy, Stinnesbeck, González-González & di Stefano vide Stinnesbeck, 

Ifrim, Schmidt, Rindfleisch, Buchy, Frey, González-González, Vega, Cavin, Keller & Smith 
2005 [nomen nudum]

M. coahuilensis Frey, Buchy, Stinnesbeck, González-González & di Stefano, 2006†
= M. coahuilensis Frey, Buchy, Stinnesbeck, González-González & di Stefano vide 

Stinnesbeck, Ifrim, Schmidt, Rindfleisch, Buchy, Frey, González-González, Vega, 
Cavin, Keller & Smith 2005† [nomen nudum]

Mythunga Molnar & Thulborn, 2007
M. camara Molnar & Thulborn, 2007†

N
Nemicolopterus Wang X., Kellner, Zhou & Campos, 2008

N. crypticus Wang X., Kellner, Zhou & Campos, 2008†

Nesodactylus Colbert, 1969
N. hesperius Colbert, 1969†

Ningchengopterus Lü, 2009 
N. liuae Lü, 2009†

NOTE:	 This genus and species is based on a juvenile specimen and may be synonymous with other 
Chinese ctenochasmatoids.

Noripterus Young.1973 
N. complicidens Young, 1973†

Normannognathus Buffetaut, Lepage, J.-J. & Lepage, G., 1998
N. wellnhoferi Buffetaut, Lepage, J.-J. & Lepage, G., 1998†

Nurhachius Wang X., Kellner, Zhou, & Campos, 2005
= Longchengpterus Wang L., Li L., Duan & Cheng, 2006
N. ignaciobritoi Wang X., Kellner, Zhou, & Campos, 2005†

= Longchengpterus zhaoi Wang L., Li L., Duan & Cheng, 2006†
NOTE:	 Lü, Li, and Ji Q. (2008) have shown Longchengpterus to be a junior subjective synonym of 
Nurhachius though Wang et al. (2008) thought that genus might be a junior subjective synonym of 
Liaoxipterus.

Nyctosaurus Marsh, 1876
= Nyctodactylus Marsh, 1881
N. gracilis (Marsh, 1876) Marsh, 1876†

= Pteranodon gracilis Marsh, 1876
= Nyctodactylus gracilis (Marsh, 1876) Marsh, 1881†
= Pteranodon (Nyctosaurus) gracilis Marsh, 1876 per Miller, 1972†
= Pteranodon comptus Marsh, 1876 [nomen dubium] partim
= Nyctosaurus leptodactylus Williston, 1903

N. nanus (Marsh, 1881) Schoch, 1984
= Pteranodon nanus Marsh, 1881

?N. lamegoi Price, 1953
= Nyctodactylus lamegoi (Price, 1953) Kuhn, 1961
= Pteranodon (Nyctosaurus) lamegoi (Price, 1953) Miller, 1972

NOTE:	 Kellner (2003) appears to cast doubt on the placement of N. lamegoi in the genus 
Nyctosaurus though he does consider it to almost certainly be a member of Nyctosauridae.

N. bonneri (Miller, 1972) Wellnhofer, 1978
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= Pteranodon (Nyctosaurus) bonneri Miller, 1972
= Pteranodon bonneri (Miller, 1972) Miller, 1972
= Nyctosaurus sternbergi Bonner, 1964 [nomen manuscriptum]
= Nyctosaurus sternbergi Bonner, 1964 vide Miller, 1972

NOTE:	 Nyctosaurus bonneri may be a junior subjective synonym of N. gracilis (Bennett, 1994).
	 See note for Pteranodon velox. 
	 Marsh (1881b) mistakenly believed the genus Nyctosaurus to be preoccupied and 

unnecessarily coined the name Nyctodactylus as a result.

O
Odontorhynchus Stolley, 1936/von Pelzeln, 1868 [nomen dubium]

O. aculeatus Stolley, 1936†
NOTE:	 This generic name has a somewhat complex history of preoccupation. Its first use was by 
von Pelzeln (1868) for a species of wren (Troglodytidae). This was followed by Chevrolat’s (1880) 
application of the name to a genus of weevils (Curculionidae). Richmond (1915) felt Pelzeln’s name 
was preoccupied by the crustacean genus Odontorynchus Leach, 1830 and unjustifiably gave the 
wren genus the new name Odontorchilus. Consequently, Pelzeln’s name got little attention afterwards 
(though Odontorhynchus Chevrolat, 1880 was justifiably renamed to Odontomycter by Marshall, 
1943), leading Stolley to give the name to a set of rhamphorhynchid jaws, a fossil that is now lost. 
Later Karling (1947) used the name again for a genus of kalyptorhynchian flatworms and in 1956 
he gave a new species of flatworm the binomen Odontorhynchus aculeatus—the exact genus and 
species combination that Stolley used previously. So far a replacement name has not been proposed 
for Stolley’s pterosaurian genus (nor has one been proposed for Karling’s flatworm genus). This may 
be partly due to the fact that the holotype of Odontorhynchus aculeatus Stolley, 1936 is missing and 
has been either regarded as a nomen dubium or ignored by some pterosaur workers completely (i.e. 
Unwin, 2006).

Ornithocheirus Seeley, 1869
= Cimoliornis Owen, 1846
= Criorhynchus Owen, 1874
= Tropeognathus Wellnhofer, 1987
= Cretornis Fritsch, 1880 [nomen dubium]
= Lithosteornis Gervais, 1844 [nomen nudum]
= Osteornis Gervais, 1844 [nomen nudum]
= Palaeornis Mantell, 1835/Vigors, 1825
?O. clifti (Mantell, 1835) Newton, 1888

= Palaeornis clifti Mantell, 1835†
= Pterodactylus clifti (Mantell, 1835) Bronn, 1848
= Osteornis ardeaceus Gervais, 1844 [nomen nudum]†
= Lithosteornis ardeaceus (Gervais, 1844) [nomen nudum]†
= Pterodactylus silvestris Owen, 1845

?O. diomedeus (Owen, 1846) Newton, 1888
= Osteornis diomedeus Owen, 1844 [nomen nudum]
= Cimoliornis diomedeus Owen, 1846†
= Pterodactylus diomedeus (Owen, 1846) Owen, 1851
= Pterodactylus diomedius (Owen, 1846)
= Pterodactylus giganteus Morris, 1854 non (Oken, 1819) non Bowerbank, 1846

O. simus (Owen, 1861) Seeley, 1870† 
= Pterodactylus simus Owen, 1861
= Criorhynchus simus (Owen, 1861) Owen, 1874†
= Pterodactylus woodwardi Owen, 1861 
= Criorhynchus woodwardi (Owen, 1861) Owen, 1874 
= Ornithocheirus woodwardi (Owen, 1861) Seeley, 1870 
= Ptenodactylus woodwardi (Owen, 1861) Seeley, 1869 
= Ornithocheirus carteri Seeley, 1869 [nomen nudum] 
= Ornithocheirus platyrhinus Seeley, 1869 [nomen nudum] 
= Ornithocheirus carteri Seeley, 1870 [nomen dubium] 
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= Criorhynchus carteri (Seeley, 1870) Owen, 1874 [nomen dubium] 
= Ornithocheirus platyrhinus Seeley, 1870 [nomen nudum] 
= Criorhynchus platyrhinus (Seeley, 1870) Hooley, 1914 [nomen nudum]

?O. nobilis (Owen, 1869) Newton, 1888 [nomen dubium]
= Pterodactylus nobilis Owen, 1869 [nomen dubium] 

?O. macrorhinus (Seeley, 1869) Jukes-Browne, 1875 [nomen nudum]
= Ptenodactylus macrorhinus Seeley, 1869 [nomen nudum]

?O. curtus (Owen, 1870) Newton, 1888 [nomen dubium]
= Pterodactylus curtus Owen, 1870 [nomen dubium]

?O. oxyrhinus Seeley, 1870 [nomen nudum]
= Pterodactylus oxyrhinus (Seeley, 1870) Sauvage, 1882 [nomen nudum]
= Ptenodactylus oxyrhinus Seeley, 1869 [nomen nudum]

?O. hlavaci (Fritsch, 1880) Fritsch, 1905 [nomen dubium]
= Ornithocheirus hlaváči (Fritsch, 1880) Fritsch, 1905 [nomen dubium]§
= Ornithocheirus hlavatschi Fritsch, 1880 emend. Newton, 1888 [nomen dubium]§
= Cretornis hlavaci Fritsch, 1880 [nomen dubium]†
= Cretornis hlaváči Fritsch, 1880 [nomen dubium]†§
= Cretornis hlavatschi Fritsch, 1880 emend. Lydekker, 1888 [nomen dubium]†§

?O. bunzeli Seeley, 1881 emend. Sauvage, 1882
= Ornithocheirus bünzeli Seeley, 1881§
= Ornithocheirus buenzeli Seeley, 1881 emend. Sachs & Hornung, 2006

NOTE:	 Unwin considered this species an azhdarchid (Unwin pers. comm. to Nesov, 1991). Jianu et 
al. (1997) consider this species a nyctosaurid (Company et al. 1999). Sachs and Hornung (2006) sug-
gested the name should be spelled buenzeli, but since the specific epithet is based upon Seeley’s mis-
spelling of the name of E. Bunzel. Since the umlaut in the original specific epithet is due to a misspelling 
it should only be dropped—an e should only be added after the u if the name derived from a correctly 
spelled name of German origin

?O. hilsensis Koken, 1883 [nomen dubium]*
NOTE:	 This species is likely a small, indeterminate theropod dinosaur (Meyer, 1884; Williston, 1885).

O. mesembrinus (Wellnhofer, 1987) Unwin, 2003
= Tropeognathus mesembrinus Wellnhofer, 1987† 
= Anhanguera mesembrinus (Wellnhofer, 1987) Kellner & Campos, 1989
= Coloborhynchus mesembrinus (Wellnhofer, 1987) Veldmeijer, 1998
= Criorhynchus mesembrinus (Wellnhofer, 1987) Fastnacht, 2001 

?O. wiedenrothi Wild, 1990
NOTE:	 This species was assigned to Ornithocheirus due to its similarity to O. giganteus and O. com-
pressirostris (Owen, 1851) Seeley, 1870, a species believed by many at the time to be the type species 
of Ornithocheirus. O. compressirostris is now considered the type species of Lonchodectes Hooley, 
1914 under Unwin’s (2003) revision and O. giganteus is placed in that genus as well. The possibility of  
consequently referring Ornithocheirus weidenrothi to the genus Lonchodectes should be considered.

	 Ornithocheirus has become a ‘dustbin taxon’ for for large pterodactyloid pterosaurs primarily 
from the Cambridge Greensand. In 1914 Hooley attempted a revision of the genus where he assigned 
the Cambridge Greensand material to four genera (Ornithocheirus, Lonchodectes, Amblydectes, and 
Criorhynchus). Unwin (2003) more recently revised this genus, showing Criorhynchus to be a synonym 
of Ornithocheirus, Amblydectes to be synonymous with Coloborhynchus (a genus Hooley believed to 
be synonymous with Criorhynchus), several species to belong to Anhanguera, and confirmed the valid-
ity of Lonchodectes. This listing here follows Unwin, 2003.

Ornithodesmus Seeley, 1887 [nomen dubium]*
O. cluniculus Seeley, 1887†

NOTE: 	 Initially described as a bird and later believed to be a pterosaur, Howse and Milner (1993) 
placed it as a troodontid dinosaur.

Ornitholithes Graves, 1847 [nomen nudum]
NOTE:	 L. Graves used this term for a number of bone pragments he took to be bird fossils, in 1848 
P. Gervais suggested these fossils might be of pterosaurs instead, since the specimens in question 
have been lost their affinity may never be determined (Buffetaut, 2008).
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Ornithostoma Seeley, 1871
O. sedgwicki Seeley, 1891†

= Ornithostoma seeleyi Lydekker, 1904 [nomen dubium]†
NOTE:	 Seeley (1871) originally created this genus without a type species and applied it to several 
distinct, toothless pieces of pterosaurian jaw originally described by Owen. In 1891 Seeley suggested 
that the more recently named Pteranodon might be a synonym of his genus and formally gave the 
original Ornithostoma the specific epithetet sedgwicki. This apparently went unnoticed by Williston 
(1893), who made Pteranodon ingens the type species of this genus and Lydekker (1904) who gave 
the holotype the name Ornithostoma seeleyi and assigned it as the type species for the genus.

P
Parapsicephalus Arthaber, 1918

P. purdoni (Newton, 1888) Arthaber, 1918†
= Scaphognathus purdoni Newton, 1888
= Dorygnathus purdoni (Newton, 1888) Unwin, 2003

Peteinosaurus Wild, 1978
P. zambelli Wild, 1978†

Phobetor Bakhurina, 1986/Krøyer, 1844 [nomen nudum]
P. parvus (Bakhurina, 1982) Bakhurina, 1986†

= Dsungaripterus parvus Bakhurina, 1982
NOTE:	 This genus was published informally in a review, but is also preoccupied by a genus of 
sculpin fish (Cottidae) and a replacement name is yet to be proposed, even though some have 
claimed this has already been done (Wellnhofer 1991). Recent literature commonly lists this species 
as the ‘Tatal dsungaripterid’ (Bakhurina and Unwin 1995), additionally several common misspellings 
have appeared in a number of sources, but it is unlikely that any of these are intended to be 
replacement names.

Phosphatodraco Pereda-Suberbiola, Bardet, Jouve, Iarochène, Bouya & Amaghzaz, 2003
P. mauritanicus Pereda-Suberbiola, Bardet, Jouve, Iarochène, Bouya & Amaghzaz, 2003†

Plataleorhynchus Howse & Milner, 1995
P. streptophorodon Howse & Milner, 1995† 

Prejanopterus [Anonymous] 2000 [nomen nudum]
P. curvirostra [Anonymous] 2000

NOTE:	 This species has appeared in a number of sources including newspapers dating back to 2000 
(El Correo, 2000) and is said to represent a species of pterosaur discovered near Préjano in the province 
of La Rioja, Spain consisting of a large number of specimens currently housed in the Palaeontology 
Centre of Enciso (Epoca, 2007).

Preondactylus Wild, 1983  
P. buffarinii Wild, 1983† 

Pricesaurus Martins Neto, 1986 [nomen nudum] 
P. megalodon Martins Neto, 1986† 

NOTE:	 This apparent ornithocheirid said to consist of skull elements was discussed in an abstract but 
was never formally described.

Procoelosaurus Atanassov, 2002 [nomen nudum] (Pterosauromorpha)
= Procoeloaurus Atanassov, 2002 [nomen ex dissertatione]
P. brevicollis Atanassov, 2002†

= Procoeloaurus brevicollis Atanassov, 2002 [nomen ex dissertatione]†
NOTE:	 The genus and species of this basal pterosauromorph appeared in a published abstract for 
a dissertation in which it is described and can be considered a nomen nudum as it has yet to be 



16

described formally. 
	 See notes for Pteromimus and Protoavis.

Protoavis Chatterjee, 1991 (Pterosauromorpha, partim)
= Protoavis Chatterjee, 1986 [nomen nudum]
P. texensis Chatterjee, 1991†

NOTE:	 Originally described as an incredibly early bird by Chatterjee (1991), the material that the type 
specimen of this taxon consists is almost certainly chimaeric (Ostrom, 1991). In a discussion and a PhD 
thesis Atanassov (2001, 2002) demonstrated many elements belonging to Protoavis actually belong to 
an early pterosauromorph that has yet to be formally described.
	 See notes for Pteromimus and Procoelosaurus.

Pteranodon Marsh, 1876 
= Ornithostoma Williston, 1893 non Seeley, 1871
= Longicepia Miller, 1978 (as subgenus)
= Sternbergia Miller, 1972/Jordan, 1925 (as subgenus)
= Occidentalia Miller, 1972 (as subgenus)
= Geosternbergia Miller, 1978 (as subgenus) 
P. occidentalis (Marsh, 1872) Marsh, 1876♀ [nomen dubium]

= Pterodactylus oweni Marsh, 1871 non Seeley, 1864 [nomen dubium]   
= Pterodactylus occidentalis Marsh, 1872 [nomen dubium] 
= Pteranodon (Occidentalia) occidentalis Marsh, 1872 per Olshevsky, 1978 [nomen 

dubium]  
NOTE:	 Marsh coined the species epithet occidentalis as a replacement name for Pterodactylus oweni 
Marsh 1871, which was preoccupied Pterodactlyus oweni Seeley 1864 (Bennett 1994).

P. ingens (Marsh, 1872) Marsh, 1876♂ [nomen dubium] 
= Pterodactylus ingens Marsh, 1872 [nomen dubium] 
= Ornithostoma ingens (Marsh, 1872) Williston, 1893 [nomen dubium]†  
= Pteranodon (Longicepia) ingens Marsh, 1872 per Olshevsky, 1978 [nomen dubium]  
= Pteranodon (Pteranodon) ingens Marsh, 1872 per Olshevsky, 1978 [nomen dubium]

?P. velox (Marsh, 1872) Marsh, 1876 [nomen dubium] [juv.] 
= Pterodactylus velox Marsh, 1872 [nomen dubium] [juv.] 

NOTE:	 The above species is based on non-diagnostic material that cannot even be distinguished at 
the generic level, based on the size and stratigraphic position it may either represent a juvenile female 
Pteranodon of indeterminate species or a juvenile male Nyctosaurus of indeterminate species (Bennett 
1994).

P. umbrosus (Cope, 1872) Williston, 1892♂ [nomen dubium]
= Ornithocheirus umbrosus Cope, 1872 emend. Newton, 1888 [nomen dubium] 
= Ornithochirus umbrosus Cope, 1872 [nomen dubium]§
= Ornithostoma umbrosum (Cope, 1872) Williston, 1897  
= Pterodactylus umbrosus (Cope, 1872) Cope, 1874 [nomen dubium]

P. harpyia (Cope, 1872) Williston, 1903♀ [nomen dubium]
= Ornithocheirus harpyia Cope, 1872 emend. Newton, 1888 [nomen dubium]
= Ornithochirus harpyia Cope, 1872 [nomen dubium]§

P. comptus Marsh, 1876 [nomen dubium] [juv.] partim 
NOTE:	 All species listed above (Pteranodon occidentalis, P. ingens, P. velox, P. umbrosus, P. harpyia, 
and P. comptus) are mainly known from non-diagnostic forelimb fragments and though stratigraphically 
they co-incide with Pteranodon longiceps remains, this is insufficient to determine whether they belong 
to their own respective species or are synonymous with the better-represented species Pteranodon 
longiceps and P. sternbergi since Pteranodon species cannot be distinguished post-cranially (Bennett 
1994).

	 The type of Pteranodon comptus was originally chimeric, consisting of non-diagnostic 
Pteranodon material, Nyctosaurus mterial, and fish and turtle fragments. Bennett (1994) re-examined 
the species, assigning only the Pteranodon material to P. comptus.

P. longiceps Marsh, 1876†♀
= Pteranodon (Longicepia) longiceps Marsh, 1876 per Miller, 1972†  
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= Pteranodon (Pteranodon) longiceps Marsh, 1876 per Miller, 1973†
= Pteranodon (Longicepia) marshi Miller, 1972♂
= Pteranodon marshi Miller, 1972
= Pteranodon (Pteranodon) marshi Miller, 1972 per Miller, 1973  
= Pteranodon ingens Marsh, 1876 non Marsh, 1872 
= Pteranodon (Sternbergia) walkeri Miller, 1972 [juv.] 
= Pteranodon walkeri Miller, 1972 [juv.] 
= Pteranodon (Geosternbergia) walkeri Miller, 1972 per Miller, 1978 [juv.] 
= Geosternbergia walkeri (Miller, 1972) Olshevsky, 1991 [juv.] 

P. sternbergi Harksen, 1966♂
= Geosternbergia sternbergi (Harksen, 1966) Olshevsky, 1991†   
= Pteranodon (Sternbergia) sternbergi Harksen, 1966 per Miller, 1972†  
= Pteranodon (Geosternbergia) sternbergi Harksen, 1966 per Miller, 1978†
= Pteranodon (Occidentalia) eatoni Miller, 1972†♂
= Pteranodon eatoni Miller, 1972 
= Pteranodon occidentalis Marsh, 1876 non Marsh, 1872 [juv.] 

NOTE: 	See note for Ornithostoma.
	 The organisation of this species follows Bennett (1994) who showed there to be only two valid 
species of Pteranodon; P. longiceps and P. sternbergi. All other species are nomina dubia that may very 
well be referrable to P. longiceps based on stratigraphic position but due to the non-diagnostic nature 
of Pteranodon postcrania, cannot be placed in that species with any certainty.

Pterodactylus Rafinesque, 1815 
= Diopecephalus Seeley, 1871
= Macrotrachelus Giebel, 1852
= Ornithocephalus von Sömmering, 1812
= Ptenodracon Lydekker, 1888 [juv.]
= Ptero-dactyle Cuvier, 1809
= Pterotherium Fischer, 1813 
P. antiquus (von Sömmering, 1812) Lydekker, 1888‡ 

= Ornithocephalus antiquus von Sömmering, 1812† 
= Ornithocephalus brevirostris von Sömmering, 1816–1817 [juv.] 
= Ptenodracon brevirostris (von Sömmering, 1816–1817) Lydekker, 1888 [juv.]† 
= Pterodactylus brevirostris (von Sömmering, 1816–1817) Oken, 1819 [juv.] 
= Pterodactylus longirostris Cuvier, 1819† 
= Macrotrachelus longirostris (Cuvier, 1819) Giebel, 1852† 
= Ornithocephalus longirostris (Cuvier, 1819) Ritgen, 1826 
= Pterodactylus suevicus Oken, 1825 [nomen nudum] 
= Pterodactylus crocodilocephaloides Ritgen, 1826 [nomen dubium] 
= Ornithocephalus kochii Wagner, 1837
= Pterodactylus kochi (Wagner, 1837) von Meyer, 1859
= Diopecephalus kochi (Wagner, 1837) Seeley, 1871†
= Ornithocephalus kochi (Wagner, 1837) Lydekker, 1888
= Pterodactylus meyeri Münster, 1842 [juv.]
= Ornithocephalus meyeri (Münster, 1842) Wagner, 1851 [juv.]
= Pterodactylus scolopaciceps von Meyer, 1850 
= Rhamphorhynchus scolopaciceps (von Meyer, 1850) 
= Pterodactylus scolopaciceps Beyrich vide Zittel, 1882 non von Meyer, 1850
= Pterodactylus spectabilis von Meyer, 1861 
= Pterodactylus antiquus Abel, 1925 non von Sömmering, 1812
= Pterodactylus elegans Broili, 1925 non Wagner, 1861 
= Pterodactylus westmani Wiman, 1925 
= Pterodactylus cormoranus Döderlein, 1929 
= Pterodactylus elegans Edinger, 1941 non Wagner, 1861
= Pterodactylus antiquus von Huene, 1951 non von Sömmering, 1812 

?P. ornis Giebel, 1847 [nomen dubium] 
?P. gracilis Theodori, 1852 [nomen dubium]
?P. longicollum von Meyer, 1854 [nomen protectum]



18

= Diopecephalus longicollum (von Meyer, 1854) Seeley, 1871 [nomen protectum]
= Gallodactylus longicollum (von Meyer, 1854) Fabre, 1974 [nomen protectum]
= Pterodactylus longipes Münster, 1836 [nomen oblitum] 
= Ornithocephalus longipes (Münster, 1836) Olshevsky, 1978 [nomen oblitum] 
= Pterodactylus (Ornithocephalus) vulturinus Wagner, 1857 
= Pterodactylus vulturinus Wagner, 1857 per Wagner, 1858 
= Ornithocephalus vulturinus (Wagner, 1857) Olshevsky, 1978 
= Pterodactylus suevicus Fraas, 1878 non Oken, 1825 non Quenstedt, 1855 
= Cycnorhamphus fraasii Seeley, 1901 
= Cycnorhamphus fraasi (Seeley, 1901) Seeley, 1901 
= Pterodactylus fraasi (Seeley, 1901) Plieninger, 1902

NOTE:	 This species almost certainly belongs in a separate genus (Unwin 2003) and has been assigned 
to several different genera in the past though not one of its own. Several workers have considered this 
species the type of Diopecephalus, but this is not the case. Unwin (2003) briefly suggested the pos-
sibility of it belonging to Gnathosaurus, but this is unlikely. 

?P. micronyx von Meyer, 1856  [nomen protectum]
= Pterodactylus nettecephaloides Ritgen, 1826 [nomen oblitum] 
= Ornithocephalus redenbacheri Wagner, 1851 [nomen oblitum] 
= Pterodactylus redenbacheri (Wagner, 1851) Wagner, 1861 [nomen oblitum] 
= Pterodactylus pulchellus von Meyer, 1861 
= Pterodactylus elegans Říkovský, 1925 non Wagner, 1861

?P. primus Deffner & Fraas, 1859 [nomen dubium] 
?P. cirinensis von Meyer, 1860 [nomen dubium] 

= Pterodactylus cerinensis von Meyer, 1860 emend. Lortet, 1892 
?P. grandipelvis von Meyer, 1860 [nomen dubium] 

= Pterodactylus eurychirus Wagner, 1861 non Wagner, 1857 
?P. hopkinsi Seeley, 1864 [nomen nudum]
?P. cuvieri Eichwald, 1868 non Bowerbank, 1851 [nomen dubium]*

NOTE:	 Eichwald (1868) regarded the specimen he assigned to this taxon as a fragment of pterosaur 
bone, but in 1914 Bogolubov showed it to be an ichthyosaur surangular (Bakhurina and Unwin 1995).

?P. suprajurensis Sauvage, 1873 [nomen dubium]
= Pterodactylus supra-jurensis Sauvage, 1873 [nomen dubium]§ 
= Rhamphorhynchus suprajurensis (Sauvage, 1873) [nomen dubium]

?P. manselii Owen, 1874 [nomen dubium] 
= Pterodactylus manseli (Owen, 1874) Lydekker, 1888 
= Rhamphorhynchus manseli (Owen, 1874) [nomen dubium] 

?P. pleydellii Owen, 1874 [nomen dubium] 
= Pterodactylus pleydelli (Owen, 1874) Lydekker, 1888 

?P. arningi Reck, 1931 [nomen dubium] 
?P. maximus Reck, 1931 [nomen dubium] 

= P. raptor Owen vide Ingles & Sawyer, 1979 [nomen nudum] 
NOTE:	 Cuvier is traditionally cited for coining the genus Pterodactylus despite referring to it only as 
‘Ptero-dactyle’, a nomenclaturally improper term. 

Pterodaustro Bonaparte, 1970 
= Pterodaustro Bonaparte, 1969 [nomen nudum] 
= Puntanipterus Bonaparte & Sanchez, 1974
P. guinazui Bonaparte, 1970† 

= Pterodaustro guiñazui Bonaparte, 1969†§
= Pterodaustro guiñazui Bonaparte, 1969 [nomen nudum]
= Puntanipterus globosus Bonaparte & Sanchez, 1974†

Pteromimus Atanassov, 2002 [nomen nudum] (Pterosauromorpha)
= Pteromimus Atanassov, 2002 [nomen ex dissertatione] 
P. longicollis Atanassov, 2002†

= Pteromimus longicollis Atanassov, 2002 [nomen ex dissertatione]† 
NOTE:	 The genus and species of this basal pterosauromorph appeared in a published abstract for 
a dissertation in which it is described and can be considered a nomen nudum as it has yet to be 
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described formally. 
	 See notes for Procoelosaurus and Protoavis.

Pterorhynchus Czerkas & Ji Q., 2002 
P. wellnhoferi Czerkas & Ji Q., 2002† 

Q
Quetzalcoatlus Lawson, 1975 

Q. northropi Lawson, 1975†  
NOTE:	 This species was never formally described, but Nesov (1991) did publish a diagnosis for it and 
it is universally considered valid by pterosaur workers despite formally being a nomen nudum.
	 Some material originally referred to Q. northropi is now thought to belong to an unnamed 
smaller species of Quetzalcoatlus (Kellner and Langston 1996) while an anterior part of a skull has since 
been assigned to a yet-to-be named species of Tupuxuara (Kellner 2004, Martill and Naish 2006).

R
Raeticodactylus Stecher, 2008

R. filisurensis Stecher, 2008†

Rhabdopelix von Huene, 1921*  
R. longispinis (Cope, 1869) von Huene, 1921†   

= Pterodactylus longispinis Cope, 1869* 
NOTE:	 This genus is most likely a gliding reptile related to Icarosaurus (Colbert, 1966).

Rhamphinion Padian, 1984  
R. jenkinsi Padian, 1984†

Rhamphocephalus von Meyer, 1832 
= Dolichorhamphus Seeley, 1885 
R. bucklandi (von Meyer, 1832) Seeley, 1880† 

= Pterodactylus bucklandi von Meyer, 1832 [nomen dubium] 
= Rhamphorhynchus bucklandi (von Meyer, 1832) Huxley, 1859 [nomen dubium] 
= Pterodactylus duncani Owen, 1874 [nomen dubium] 
= Pterodactylus kiddii Owen, 1874 [nomen dubium] 
= Pterodactylus kiddi (Owen, 1874) Lydekker, 1888 [nomen dubium] 

?R. depressirostris (Huxley, 1859) Lydekker, 1888 [nomen dubium] 
= Rhamphorhynchus depressirostris Huxley, 1859 [nomen dubium] 
= Pterodactylus aclandi Owen, 1874 [nomen dubium]

?R. prestwichi (Seeley, 1880) Seeley, 1880 vide Newton, 1888 [nomen dubium] 
= Rhamphorhynchus prestwichi Seeley, 1880 [nomen dubium] 
= Dolichorhamphus prestwichi (Seeley, 1880) Seeley, 1885 [nomen dubium]†

Rhamphorhynchus von Meyer, 1847
= Ornithopterus von Meyer, 1860 [nomen dubium]
= Pteromonodactylus Teriaev, 1967   
R. muensteri Goldfuss, 1831 emend. Lydekker, 1888

= Rhamphorhynchus münsteri (Goldfuss, 1831) von Meyer, 1846§    
= Ornithocephalus muensteri Goldfuss, 1831 emend. Lydekker, 1888
= Ornithocephalus münsteri Goldfuss, 1831§    
= Pterodactylus muensteri Goldfuss, 1831 emend. Lydekker, 1888 
= Pterodactylus münsteri (Goldfuss, 1831) von Meyer, 1832§   
= Pterodactylus (Rhamphorhynchus) münsteri (Goldfuss, 1831) von Meyer, 1846§  
= Rhamphorhynchus suevicus Fraas, 1855 [nomen dubium]    
= Pterodactylus hirundinaceus Wagner, 1857 [nomen dubium]    
= Pterodactylus (Rhamphorhynchus) hirundinaceus Wagner, 1857 [nomen dubium]    
= Rhamphorhynchus hirundinaceus (Wagner, 1857) Wagner, 1858 [nomen dubium]    
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= Rhamphorhynchus curtimanus Wagner, 1858    
= Rhamphorhynchus longimanus Wagner, 1858    
= Rhamphorhynchus meyeri Owen, 1870    
= Rhamphorhynchus phyllurus Marsh, 1882    
= Pteromonodactylus phyllurus (Marsh, 1882) Teriaev, 1967†    
= Rhamphorhynchus megadactylus von Koenigswald, 1931    
= Rhamphorhynchus carnegiei Koh, 1937   

R. longicaudus (Münster, 1839) von Meyer, 1846†    
= Pterodactylus longicaudus Münster, 1839    
= Odontorhynchus longicaudus (Münster, 1839) Olshevsky, 1978    
= Ornithocephalus longicaudus (Münster, 1839) Wagner, 1851    
= Rhamphorhynchus (Odontorhynchus) longicaudus (Münster, 1839) von Meyer, 1846 

per Stolley, 1936   
R. gemmingi (von Meyer, 1846) von Meyer, 1855    

= Pterodactylus gemmingi von Meyer, 1846    
= Pterodactylus (Rhamphorhynchus) gemmingi von Meyer, 1846    
= Ornithocephalus gemmingi (von Meyer, 1846) Wagner, 1851    
= Rhamphorhynchus (Pterodactylus) gemmingi (von Meyer, 1846) von Meyer, 1855   
= Pterodactylus lavateri von Meyer, 1838 [nomen dubium]    
= Ornithopterus lavateri (von Meyer, 1838) von Meyer, 1860 [nomen dubium]†    
= Pterodactylus (Ornithopterus) lavateri von Meyer, 1838 per Owen, 1851   

?R. jessoni Lydekker, 1890 [nomen dubium]   
R. longiceps Smith Woodward, 1902    

= Ornithocephalus giganteus Oken, 1819 [nomen dubium]    
= Pterodactylus giganteus (Oken, 1819) [nomen dubium]    
= Pterodactylus grandis Cuvier, 1824 [nomen dubium]   
= Ornithocephalus grandis (Cuvier, 1824) Wagner, 1851 [nomen dubium]    
= Rhamphorhynchus grandis (Cuvier, 1824) Lydekker, 1888 [nomen dubium]   
= Pterodactylus secundarius von Meyer, 1843 [nomen dubium] [juv.?]    
= Ornithocephalus secundarius (von Meyer, 1843) Wagner, 1851 [nomen dubium] [juv.?]    
= Rhamphorhynchus kokeni Plieninger, 1907   

?R. tendagurensis Reck, 1931 [nomen dubium]   
R. intermedius Koh, 1937    

= R. intermedius var. brevialata Koh, 1937 
NOTE: 	Bennett (1995) considers all species of Rhamphorhynchus from the Solnhofen Limestone (R. 
muensteri, R. longicaudus, R. gemmingi, R. longiceps, and R. intermedius) to be different age groups 
of the same species. Though debated, if this is in fact the case R. muensteri would become the type 
species of Rhamphorhynchus.
	 Spix (1820) referred a specimen consisting of the third and fourth phalanges of the forth fin-
ger of an indeterminate Rhamphorhynchus species to the extant mammalian (chiropteran) species 
Pteropus vampyrus (Linnaeus, 1758) Brisson, 1762 according to Koh (1937).

S
Santanadactylus de Buisonjé, 1980 

S. brasilensis de Buisonjé, 1980† 
?S. pricei Wellnhofer, 1985 
?S. spixi Wellnhofer, 1985

NOTE:	 Santanadactylus brasilensis was originally described as a member of Ornithocheiriodea 
(Pteranodontidae sensu Bennett 1989) and this position has generally been accepted by most au-
thros regarding S. brasilensis and S. araripensis, though whether they belong to the same species is 
questionable. Bennett (1989) also suggested S. brasilensis may be chimeric, composed only partially 
of ‘pteranodontid’ material and partially of material from another indeterminate pterosaur. Wellnhofer 
(1991) considered Santanadactylus brasilensis and Coloborhynchus araripensis congeneric but con-
sidered S. spixi Pterodactyloidea incertae sedis. Bennett (1989) considered S. spixi to be a dsun-
garipterid and Kellner and Campos (1992) regarded this species as a tepejarid. More recently Unwin 
(2003) referred to S. spixi as ‘?Tupuxuara sp.’ and Kellner and Tomida (2000) have announced a future 
re-evaluation of this species.
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Scaphognathus Wagner, 1861 
= Brachytrachelus Giebel, 1852/Schönherr, 1847   
= Pachyrhamphus Fitzinger, 1843 [nomen oblitum] 
S. crassirostris (Goldfuss, 1831) Wagner, 1861†    

= Pterodactylus crassirostris Goldfuss, 1831    
= Brachytrachelus crassirostris (Goldfuss, 1831) Giebel, 1852†     
= Ornithocephalus crassirostris (Goldfuss, 1831) Wagner, 1851     
= Pachyrhamphus crassirostris (Goldfuss, 1831) Fitzinger, 1843†
= Rhamphorhynchus crassirostris (Goldfuss, 1831) Wagner, 1858

NOTE:	 Giebel (1852) originally proposed the genus Brachytrachelus for Pterodactylus crassiros-
tris Goldfuss, 1831 but this name was preoccupied by a genus of weevil (Curculionidae) named by 
Schönherr (1847). Fitzinger (1831) proposed the replacement name Pachyrhamphus but this was also 
preoccupied by Strickland’s unnecessary renaming for the passerine bird Pachyramphus Gray, 1840 
(Tityridae). As a result, Wagner finally proposed the generic name Scaphognathus.

Scleromochlus Smith Woodward, 1907*
S. taylori Smith Woodward, 1907†

NOTE:	 This basal ornithodiran has at times been considered a basal pterosaur (Benton, 1999)

Shenzhoupterus Lü, Unwin, Li X. & Zhang, 2008
S. chaoyangensis Lü, Unwin, Li X. & Zhang, 2008†

NOTE:	 See note for Chaoyangopterus.

Sinopterus Wang X. & Zhou, 2003 
S. dongi Wang X. & Zhou, 2003† 
S. gui Li J., Lü & Zhang, 2003 

NOTE:	 See note for Huaxiapterus.

Sordes Sharov, 1971  
S. pilosus Sharov, 1971†

Sultanuvaisia Nesov, 1981 [nomen dubium]*
S. antiqua Nesov, 1981†

NOTE:	 Nesov (1981) assigned this genus and species to what he inititally regarded tantatively as a 
portion of ctenochasmatid jaw. Nesov (1986) later re-assigned the remains as those of an ichthyodec-
tiform fish.

T
Tanystropheus von Meyer, 1855*

= Macroscelosaurus Münster vide von Meyer, 1847*
= Pectenosaurus von Huene, 1902*
= Procerosaurus von Huene, 1902*
= Tribelesodon Bassani, 1886*
T. conspicuus von Meyer, 1855†

= Procerosaurus cruralis von Huene, 1902†*
= Pectenosaurus strunzi von Huene, 1902†*
= Thecodontosaurus primus von Huene, 1907–1908*
= Thecodontosaurus primus von Huene, 1905 [nomen nudum]*
= Thecodontosaurus latespinatus von Huene, 1908*
= Thecodontosaurus latespinatus von Huene, 1905 [nomen nudum]*
= Macroscelosaurus conspicuus (von Meyer, 1855) Kuhn, 1937*

T. longobardicus (Bassani, 1886) Wild, 1973*
= Tribelesodon longobardicus Bassani, 1886†*
= Macroscelosaurus longobardicus (Bassani, 1886) Kuhn, 1937*

T. antiquus von Huene, 1905*
= Macroscelosaurus antiquus (von Huene, 1905) Kuhn, 1937*
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T. biharicus Jursak, 1975*
T. meridensis Wild, 1980*
T. fossai Wild, 1980*
T. haasi Rieppel, 2001*

NOTE:	 Von Zittel (1887–90) considered Tribelesodon langobardicus to be an early pterosaur. Wild 
(1973) demonstrated this species belongs to Tanystopheus, a prolacertiform genus.

Tapejara Kellner, 1989  
T. wellnhoferi Kellner, 1989†  

Tendaguripterus Unwin & Heinrich, 1999 
T. recki Unwin & Heinrich, 1999†

Thalassodromeus Kellner & Campos, 2002  
T. sethi Kellner & Campos, 2002†

NOTE:	 Martill and Naish (2006) regarded Thalassodromeus as a junior subjective synonym of Tupuxuara 
longicristatus. Kellner and Campos (2007) have since demonstrated Thalassodromeus and Tupuxuara 
to be generically distinct.

Tupandactylus Kellner & Campos, 2007
= Ingridia Unwin & Martill, 2007
T. imperator (Kellner, 1997) Kellner & Campos, 2007†

= Tapejara imperator Kellner, 1997 
= Ingridia imperator (Kellner, 1997) Unwin & Martill, 2007†

?T. navigans (Frey, Martill & Buchy, 2003) Barrett, Butler, Edwards & Milner, 2008
= Tapejara navigans Frey, Martill & Buchy, 2003
= Ingridia navigans (Frey, Martill & Buchy, 2003) Unwin & Martill, 2007

Tupuxuara Kellner & Campos, 1988 
T. longicristatus Kellner & Campos, 1988† 

= Tupuxuara leonardii Kellner & Campos, 1994
NOTE: 	See notes for Thalassodromeus and Quetzalcoatlus.
	 Kellner (2004, 2007) maintains that Tupuxuara is a tapejarid, as originally described. Nesov 
(1991) regarded it as an azhdarchid. Many workers (Unwin 2003, Martill and Naish 2007) place this 
genus in a separate family within Azhdarchoidea.
	 An anterior part of a skull from the Javelina Formation in Texas once assigned to Quetzalcoatlus 
may represent a new species of Tupuxuara (Martill and Naish 2007).

	 Unwin and Martill (2007) consider this genus and species to be a nomen dubium.

U
Utahdactylus Czerkas & Mickelson, 2002 [nomen dubium]*

U. kateae Czerkas & Mickelson, 2002†
NOTE: 	Originally described as a non-pterodactyloid pterosaur, Bennett (2007a) has shown that the 
type specimen is nondiagnostic and belongs to an indeterminate non-pterosaurian diapsid.

V
Volgadraco Averianov, Arkhangelsky & Pervushov, 2008

V. bogolubovi Averianov, Arkhangelsky & Pervushov, 2008† 	

W
Wyomingopteryx Bakker, 1994 [nomen nudum]
NOTE: 	The above genus appeared in the caption for an illustration of a pterodactyloid pterosaur in an 
article by R. Bakker (1994). No specimens have been associated with this name and its existence is 
debatable.
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Y
Yixianopterus Lü, Ji S., Yuan, Gao, Sun, & Ji Q., 2006

= Avgodectes Peters, 2004 [nomen dubium] [emb.]
= Oodectes Masthay vide Peters, 2004/Wortman, 1901 [nomen dubium] [emb.]
= Ovimordax Hawley, 2005 [nomen dubium] [emb.] 
Y. jingangshanensis Lü, Ji S., Yuan, Gao, Sun, & Ji Q., 2006†

= Avgodectes pseudembryon Peters, 2004 [nomen dubium] [emb.]†
= Oodectes pseudembryon (Peters, 2004) Peters 2004 [nomen dubium] [emb.]†

NOTE:	 Peters (2004) assigned the epithet Avogectes pseudembryon to a specimen consisting of an 
embryo within an egg. Peters thought the skeleton within the egg was of an adult anurognathid that 
died feeding upon the egg. Because the name was published in a non peer-reviewed source with a 
vague description and because the name was based on a Demotic (modern) Greek word for an egg ei-
thout its shell (αυγό, as opposed to the Ancient Greek for an egg with its shell, ᾠόν), the name was the 
subject of some debate with several replacement names suggested, despite the fact that the original 
name ultimately holds priority even with any problems in the original composition. One of the replace-
ment names, ‘Oodectes’, was preoccupied by a caniform described by Wortman (1901). Avgodectes 
is here considered a legitimate taxon as the article in which it was published (Peters, 2004) met (per-
haps inadvertently) all the requirements for a valid description under the ICZN. Peters currently regards 
this specimen as the egg and embryo of a giant anurognathid (Peters, 2005, Peters, pers. comm.). In 
their original description of this specimen Wang X. and Zhou Z. (2004) noted that this specimen bears 
a resemblance to Haopterus, however, more recently Unwin and Deeming (2008) noted that it may 
more appropriately be considered to belong to Yixianopterus. As the diagnosis that Peters gave for 
Avgodectes does not seem to include any characters that that are actually present in the embryonic 
specimen and because due to its ontogenic state the specimen may not even exhibit any diagnostic 
characters, it is listed here as a nomen dubium under Yixianopterus.

Z
Zhejiangopterus Cai & Wei, 1994 

Z. linhaiensis Cai & Wei, 1994†
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Pterosaur Ichnotaxa
NOTE: 	A nomen nudum for an ichnotaxon may be the result of an inadequate diagnosis in the descrip-
tion as of the 4th Edition of the ICZN (1 January, 2000).

A
Agadirichnus Ambroggi & Lapparent, 1954

A. elegans Ambroggi & Lapparent, 1954†
NOTE:	 Billon-Bruyat and Mazin (2003) suggested that this ichnogenus may potentially be a senior 
synonym of Pteraichnus Stokes, 1957.

H
Haenamichnus Hwang, Huh, Unwin, Lockley & Wright 2002

H. uhangriensis Hwang, Huh, Unwin, Lockley & Wright 2002†

K
Kouphichnium Nopcsa, 1923*

= Limuludichnus Linck, 1949
K. lithographicus (Oppel, 1862) Nopcsa, 1923†

= Ichnites lithographicus Oppel, 1862*
K. didactylus (Willard, 1935) Caster, 1938*

= Paramphibius didactylus Willard, 1935
K. arizonae Caster, 1944*
K. variabilis (Linck, 1949) Hantzschel, 1975*

= Limuludichnus variabilis Linck, 1949†
K. gracilis (Linck, 1949) Hantzschel, 1975*

= Limuludichnus gracilis Linck, 1949
K. walchi Malz, 1964*
K. minisculum Acenolaza, 1978 [nomen dubium]*

NOTE:	 Kouphichnium lithographicus was originally described as an ichnospecies species of Ichnites 
Hitchcock 1858 by Oppel (1862) who believed the type specimen to be of pterosaurian origin. Nopcsa 
(1923) later placed it in its own ichnogenus, Kouphichnium. Abel (1935) first noted that this ichnospe-
cies was more likely a limulid (horseshoe crab) trackway and Caster (1938) elaborated upon this in his 
re-examination of the ichnogenus Paramphibius where he referred P. didactylus Willard 1935, formerly 
thought to consist of basal tetrapod tracks. Subsequently, all species referred to this ichnogenus are 
considered limulid in origin.

M
NOTE:	 Knoll (2005) notes that set of possible rhamphorhynchoid tracks from South Africa have been 
assigned to the mammalian ichnospecies Molapopentapodiscus supersaltator Ellenberger, 1970.

P
Pteraichnus Stokes, 1957

P. saltwashensis Stokes, 1957†
= Pteraichnus stokesi Lockley, Logue, Moratalla, Hunt, Schultz & Robinson, 1995

P. palacieisaenzi Pascual Arribas & Sanz Perez, 2000 emend. Billon-Bruyat & Mazin, 2003 
[nomen nudum]
= Pteraichnus palaciei-saenzi Pascual Arribas & Sanz Perez, 2000 [nomen nudum]§

P. cidacoi Fuentes Vidarte, 2001 [nomen nudum]
P. longipodus Fuentes Vidarte, Meijide Calvo, Meijide Fuentes, F. & Meijide Fuentes, M., 2004
P. vetustior Fuentes Vidarte, Meijide Calvo, Meijide Fuentes, M. & Meijide Fuentes, F., 2004

= P. vetustior Meijide Fuentes, F., 2001 [nomen nudum]
P. parvus Fuentes Vidarte, Meijide Calvo, Meijide Fuentes, M. & Meijide Fuentes, F., 2004



25

= P. parvus Meijide Calvo, Meijide Fuentes, F., Fuentes Vidarte, Meijde Fuentes, M. vide 
Lockley & Wright, 2003 [nomen nudum]

P. manueli Fuentes Vidarte, Meijide Calvo, Meijide Fuentes, M. & Meijide Fuentes, F., 2004
= P. manueli Meijide Calvo, 2001 [nomen nudum]

P. koreanensis Lee Y.-N., Lee H.-J., Lü & Kobayashi, 2008
NOTE:	 Padian and Olson (1984) suggested that Pteraichnus saltwashensis consisted of crocodilian 
tracks as opposed to pterosaurian tracks and suggested this ichnogenus may be a junior synonym of 
Batrachopus Hitchcock, 1845. Lockley et al. 1995 and Mazin et al. 1995 later demonstrated conclu-
sively the pterosaurian origin for Pteraichnus.
	 Billon-Bruyat and Mazin (2003) suggest that this genus may be a junior synonym of Agadirichnus.

Purbeckopus Delair, 1963 [nomen dubium]
P. pentadactylus Delair, 1963†

NOTE:	 Billon-Bruyat and Mazin (2003) have questioned the pterosaurian nature of this ichnotaxon.
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